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ABSTRACT

During the Cold War, the intense confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union, 
as well as their competition for influence in the Third World, compelled newly independent 
countries like Indonesia to seek closer cooperation. The structure of the international system, 
the nature of the newly independent states, and Sukarno’s own anti-imperialist and anti-colonial 
stance contributed to Indonesia’s support for the Asian-African Conference. In the process of 
preparing for and hosting the Asian-African Conference, Indonesia effectively capitalized on its 
advantageous position as the host country and adeptly overcame various challenges to ensure 
the seamless progression of the conference. The Bandung spirit of “solidarity, friendship, and 
cooperation” established during the Asian-African Conference has served as a guiding principle 
for Indonesia’s diplomatic endeavors. During the Sukarno and Suharto eras, Indonesia continued 
to advance its anti-colonial cause; however, it increasingly became entangled in great power 
competition and resorted to military force in addressing the issues of Malaysia’s independence 
and East Timor’s self-determination, thereby deviating from the principles upheld at the Bandung 
Conference. In the post-Suharto era, the Bandung spirit has returned as a guiding principle of 
Indonesian foreign policy. 

Keywords: Anti-Colonial Movement, Bandung Conference, Bandung Spirit, Indonesia, Southeast 
Asia.

Introduction

THE FIRST ASIAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE TOOK 
place on April 18, 1955, in Bandung, Indonesia. It 
brought together representatives from 29 Asian and 
African countries to discuss issues of common inte-
rest. The event was significant, as it was the first in-
ternational event hosted by Indonesia after gaining 
independence (Portal Informasi Indonesia, 2019) 
and also the world’s inaugural intercontinental con-

ference (Kemlu, 2019). Additionally, it provided a 
groundbreaking platform for Asian and African na-
tions to have comprehensive discussions on regional 
affairs without any participation from official rep-
resentatives of colonial powers. The conference not 
only strengthened the ties among emerging indepen-
dent nations and pushed forward the process of global 
decolonization but also laid a foundation of equality 
and inclusiveness for multilateral cooperation among 
developing countries (Portal Kemlu, 2020; 2022). 
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Thus, the countries of Asia and Africa began to emer-
ge as an independent political force on the internati-
onal stage. Furthermore, Asian and African countries 
have established ten principles for managing interstate 
relations based on the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-
existence, thereby fostering the Bandung Spirit of soli-
darity, friendship, and cooperation. This enduring spi-
rit holds immense practical significance and exerts a 
profound influence on international exchanges among 
developing countries to this day (Arsip Nasional Re-
publik Indonesia, 2012).

Scholars from various perspectives have exten-
sively studied the Bandung Conference. Chinese 
scholars have specifically focused on examining its 
impact on China’s international image and anal-
yzing Premier Zhou Enlai’s diplomatic practices 
(Chen & Niu, 2018; Shi, 2023; Xie, 2019). Indone-
sian scholars focus on Indonesia’s important role in 
the Bandung Conference, its impact on the urban 
transformation of Bandung, its support for inde-
pendence movements in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America, and its supporting activities (Arsip Nasi-
onal Republik Indonesia, 2012; Wulandari, 2021a; 
Kusmayadi, 2018; Parastantria, 2022). Additionally, 
Wulandari examined the role of women in the 1963 
Asian-African Journalists Conference (a legacy of 
the Bandung Conference) from a female perspecti-
ve (Wulandari, 2021b). Sopart conducted a critical 
analysis of the Spirit of Bandung, highlighting that, 
despite the emphasis on Asian-African unity, ob-
vious disparities in power structures and regional 
allegiances were exhibited at the Bandung Confe-
rence (Sopart, 2018).

In summary, previous research offers diverse 
perspectives on exploring the Bandung Conference 
and its impact. As the host country, Indonesia pro-
posed and initiated the conference while playing a 
crucial role in its organization and success. Howe-
ver, non-Indonesian academics have given limited 

attention to Indonesia’s role in this event. On the 
occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Bandung 
Conference, this paper seeks to analyze its legacy in 
Indonesia’s foreign policy based on Indonesian lan-
guage materials, revealing its historical significance 
and practical impact.

Why did Indonesia Initiate the Bandung 
Conference?

In his influential work, Man, the State, and War, 
Kenneth Waltz examines the root causes of war ac-
ross three dimensions: human nature and behavior, 
the internal structure of a country, and the state of 
anarchy in international relations (Waltz, 2018). This 
analysis provides fresh perspectives and insights for 
research in the field of international relations. This 
paper adopts this multi-dimensional analysis met-
hod to analyze the causes of Indonesia initiating the 
Bandung Conference from three levels: international 
power structure, national attributes, and leaders’ as-
pirations.

Reconfiguration of Global Powers Necessitates 
Third World Nations Uniting for Mutual 
Support

After World War II concluded, the global com-
munity entered a Cold War era characterized by 
the dominance of two superpowers: namely, the 
United States and the Soviet Union. These two blo-
cs not only diverged significantly in terms of ideo-
logy but also engaged in fierce competition across 
various domains, including politics, economy, and 
military affairs (Wibisono, 1955).

Historian Odd Arne Westad has observed that 
a crucial aspect of the Cold War entailed the ri-
valry among major powers through interventions 
in third-world countries (Westad, 2005), and this 
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assertion is equally applicable to Southeast Asi-
an countries. For instance, when the Anti-French 
Resistance War in Vietnam (i.e., the First Indoc-
hina War) erupted in 1946, the Soviet Union and 
its allies actively supported the Vietnamese inde-
pendence movement by providing economic and 
military aid to North Vietnam (Luthi, 2006). In 
contrast, to contain the expansion of communism 
in Southeast Asia and prevent South Vietnam from 
falling into the Soviet bloc, thus triggering a domi-
no effect, the United States initially maintained a 
neutral stance but later shifted its support to France 
on all fronts by providing military and financial as-
sistance (Thuan & Minh, 2024).

As a former colony of the United States, the Phi-
lippines maintained close military ties with it. After 
World War II, the U.S. continued to station troops 
in the Philippines and signed the Mutual Defense 
Treaty between the Republic of the Philippines and 
the United States of America (MDT) in 1951 to 
provide military aid and technical support, helping 
suppress the communist movement (Fitzsimmons, 
2018). In Laos, the U.S. supported anti-commu-
nist regimes to contain communism militarily and 
politically, while the Soviet Union supported left-
wing forces to expand the communist sphere of 
influence. Thailand was an ally of the United States 
in Southeast Asia during the early Cold War and 

maintained close military cooperation with the 
United States, becoming an important part of the 
anti-communist forces in Southeast Asia (Klemm, 
2019).

In 1955, under the leadership of the United 
States, the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization 
(SEATO) was established, which included both 
Southeast and South Asian countries, including 
the Philippines, Thailand, and Pakistan, as well as 
Western countries such as Britain, France, New 
Zealand, and Australia. Through this organization, 
the United States sought to promote anti-commu-
nist governments and expand its influence in Sout-
heast Asia.

However, at that time, most Asian and African 
countries were unwilling to be drawn into the vor-
tex of great power competition. After long strugg-
les against imperialism and colonialism, Vietnam 
(1945), India (1947), Burma (1948), Indonesia 
(1945), and Egypt (1953) eventually achieved the-
ir independence. The economic structures of the-
se emerging independent nations were shaped by 
colonial rule and heavily relied on the production 
and export of a single commodity, which posed a 
challenge to their economic autonomy after gai-
ning independence. For instance, the Indonesian 
economy heavily relied on raw materials such as 
rubber, palm oil, and spices during Dutch coloni-
al rule. This resulted in an unbalanced economy 
with a narrow range of products that was highly 
dependent on external market fluctuations (Adit-
ya et al. & Yunita, 2024). Not only that, imperia-
list countries often defined the boundaries of their 
colonies based on their interests, ignoring local et-
hnic, religious, and cultural differences, leading to 
frequent ethnic conflicts and political instability in 
newly independent countries. For example, ethnic 
and administrative divisions imposed by Britain in 
Burma led to a long-lasting civil war (Sadovschi, 
2024).

After long struggles against 
imperialism and colonialism, 
Vietnam (1945), India (1947), 
Burma (1948), Indonesia 
(1945), and Egypt (1953) 
eventually achieved their 
independence.

Zhang Qingyi & Du Donghui - Revisiting the Bandung Legacy in Indonesian Foreign Policy: A Historical Review and Its Contemporary



B R I q  •  Vo lume 6  I ssue  3  Summer  2025

297

The US-Soviet confrontation worsened regional 
instability and profoundly impacted the political 
landscapes of Asian and African countries, posing 
significant threats to their sovereignty and inde-
pendence. Consequently, these countries caught in 
the battle between the two camps felt deeply inse-
cure. Meanwhile, in the process of striving for in-
dependence and development, Asian and African 
countries not only had to deal with external inter-
ference but also had to resolve internal ethnic conf-
licts and address economic backwardness. These 
factors limited their status in international affairs 
and prevented them from playing a decisive role in 
the bipolar world order (Serikat Petani Indonesia, 
2007). 

The United Nations, as the most important in-
ternational organization, failed to effectively meet 
the core demands of Asian and African countries 
for independence, peace, and development. The-
refore, emerging independent countries urgently 

need to seek new ways to establish equal interna-
tional relations and advocate for their interests on 
the global stage. In this context, the idea of an Asi-
an-African Conference emerged (Arsip Nasional 
Republik Indonesia, 2012). 

The Recently Liberated Indonesia was in 
Urgent Need of Asserting its Sovereignty and 
Independence

Indonesia was under Dutch colonial rule from 
the end of the 16th century until the middle of the 
20th century. In 1942, Japan seized control of the 
country from the Dutch. On August 17, 1945, Presi-
dent Sukarno proclaimed the Republic of Indonesia 
after Japan’s unconditional surrender on August 15, 
1945. Finally, after more than 300 years of colonial 
rule, the Indonesian people gained their indepen-
dence (Kab. Sarolangun, 2024).

The Netherlands, rather than recognizing Indo-
nesian independence, sought to extend its colonial 
control in Indonesia (Nurbantoro et al. & Widja-
yanto, 2021). To protect the nation’s sovereignty, 
the Indonesian people, led by President Sukarno 
and Vice President Mohammad Hatta, steadfastly 
opposed the military invasion by the Netherlands 
and engaged in a prolonged war for independence 
lasting almost four years. During this struggle, ex-
tensive armed confrontations occurred between the 
Indonesian military and Dutch colonial troops, as 
the anti-colonial ambitions of the Indonesian popu-
lace were brutally repressed by the Dutch military.

Alongside armed conflict, Indonesia pursued fo-
reign assistance via diplomatic avenues. As the nati-
on with the biggest Muslim population worldwide, 
Indonesia sought acknowledgment of its sovereig-
nty from Arab nations. Conversely, in the post-war 
era, when the United States championed national 
self-determination and opposed colonialism, it 

The United Nations, as the 
most important international 
organization, failed to effectively 
meet the core demands of 
Asian and African countries 
for independence, peace, 
and development. Therefore, 
emerging independent 
countries urgently need to seek 
new ways to establish equal 
international relations and 
advocate for their interests on 
the global stage. In this context, 
the idea of an Asian-African 
Conference emerged.
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supported Indonesia’s quest for independence. As a 
result, Indonesia diligently pursued American assis-
tance in opposition to Dutch colonial domination. 
Furthermore, Indonesia sought expanded support 
and recognition from the United Nations in inter-
national forums (Zhao, 2020).

Following international condemnation and per-
sistent pressure, the Netherlands and Indonesia exe-
cuted the Hague Agreement on November 2, 1949. 
The Netherlands consented to relinquish sovereig-
nty. On August 17, 1950, Sukarno proclaimed the 
formation of a unified Republic of Indonesia sub-
sequent to the ratification of a temporary constituti-
on. Following a steadfast struggle of five years, Indo-
nesia ultimately attained true independence, thereby 
concluding Dutch colonial control and establishing 
the groundwork for future modernization initiati-

ves. The steadfast resolve exhibited by Indonesians 
during this battle highlighted their deep desire for 
freedom and self-determination while cultivating 
significant appreciation for the hard-earned sovere-
ignty they attained. As a nascent independent state 
at that time, Indonesia ardently sought to establish 
its independence in international relations.

Sukarno’s Firm Anti-Imperialist and Anti-
Colonialist Stance

Nationalist ideas significantly motivated Sukar-
no’s initiative to organize the Asian-African Con-
ference. In 1926, he founded the Algemeene Studie 
Club in Bandung, which subsequently transformed 
into the Indonesian National Party (PNI), prima-
rily aimed at cultivating national consciousness. 

President Sukarno reads the Declaration of Independence of the Republic of Indonesia in Jakarta on 
August 17, 1945 (Photograph: UMSU Law School, 2024).

Zhang Qingyi & Du Donghui - Revisiting the Bandung Legacy in Indonesian Foreign Policy: A Historical Review and Its Contemporary



B R I q  •  Vo lume 6  I ssue  3  Summer  2025

299

His resistance to colonialism resulted in his incarce-
ration at Banceuy Prison in Bandung in late 1929. 
While there, he authored Indonesia Accuses (Indo-
nesian Menggugat) and emerged as a trailblazer in 
the struggle against colonial domination. In 1933, 
Sukarno authored To Attain Independent Indonesia 
(Mentjapai Indonesia Merdeka) in Bandung, further 
elucidating his support for independence (Detik-
News, 2015). These factors also played a pivotal role 
in determining the significant status and symbolic 
importance of Bandung within Indonesia’s anti-co-
lonial movement. 

Sukarno, the first president of post-independence 
Indonesia, had a deep comprehension of the subju-
gation inflicted by imperialism and colonialism on 
Asian and African countries. He fervently advocated 
for the rights of subjugated nations to attain autonomy 
and liberation. Inspired by this concept, Sukarno fer-
vently promoted solidarity across Asian and African 
nations, creating a cohesive alliance against coloni-
alism. Indonesia was a heterogeneous society with 
numerous ethnicities and religions, necessitating Su-
karno’s skillful management of intergroup dynamics 
while reconciling various political forces, including 
nationalists, Muslims, and communists. Consequent-
ly, Sukarno necessitated an international conference to 
solidify his political standing, establishing himself as 
a leader among nascent sovereign nations, bolstering 
nationalist fervor locally, and enhancing Indonesia’s 
global impact in anti-colonial movements.

Bandung Conference and Indonesia’s 
Domestic Diplomacy

The organization of the Bandung Conference was 
intricately associated with the vision of Ali Sastro-
amidjojo, the Prime Minister of Indonesia. Throu-
ghout his tenure as Ambassador to the United Sta-
tes (1950-1953), he engaged in lengthy dialogues 

with leaders from many Asian and African nations 
regarding future collaboration. Upon assuming the 
role of Prime Minister in 1953, Ali Sastroamidjojo 
recognized that solidarity and collaboration among 
Asian and African nations were essential for addres-
sing global tensions during the Cold War and served 
as a significant catalyst for world peace (Departemen 
Luar Negeri Republik Indonesia, 1996).

On August 25, 1953, Prime Minister Ali Sastroami-
djojo delivered a statement on Indonesia’s foreign poli-
cy at the Provisional House of Representatives (DPRS), 
highlighting that Asian and African countries faced sig-
nificant external pressures during the Cold War era. He 
underscored the necessity for heightened collaboration 
among Asian and African nations to effectively tackle 
this predicament (Kementerian Penerangan RI, 1956). 
For this reason, in April and December 1954, Indone-
sia, India, Burma, Pakistan, and Ceylon held separate 
meetings in Colombo and Bogor (Kusmayadi, 2018).

At the Colombo Conference, Ali Sastroamidjojo ad-
vocated for the organization of an Asian-African Con-
ference. This proposal was later included in the joint 
communiqué of the Colombo summit, leading to the 
notion of an Asian-African summit (Asmawi, 1985). 
Indonesia has conducted diplomatic discussions with 
18 Asian and African nations to get their viewpoints 
on the conference’s convening. Notwithstanding dif-
ferences concerning conference scheduling and eli-
gibility requirements for participating nations, there 
was a consensus among all countries to convene the 
conference, with Indonesia preferred as the host. In 
December 1954, the five nations convened in Bogor, 
where they resolved to conduct the Asian-African 
Conference in Bandung in April 1955 (Abdulgani, 
1988). A consensus was also achieved about the parti-
cipating nations, conference dates, and agenda (Arsip 
Nasional Republik Indonesia, 2012).

Bandung was strategically situated to hold an inter-
national conference. On one hand, it held profound 
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significance in the history of Indonesia as a symbol of 
strong resistance against Dutch colonial rule. It wit-
nessed the anti-colonial and anti-imperialist struggles 
led by Sukarno and embodied the relentless efforts of 
the Indonesian people toward independence. On the 
other hand, Bandung’s strategic location, easy acces-
sibility, and its status as the capital of West Java made 
it capable of hosting international conferences while 
providing adequate hospitality and security. At that 
time, the city boasted high-standard hotels and con-
ference facilities, making it an ideal venue for interna-
tional conferences (DetikNews, 2015). 

In preparation for the Asian-African Conference, 
the Government of Indonesia, together with the ot-
her four organizing countries, established the Con-
ference Secretariat and the Joint Secretariat. These 
secretariats were responsible for overall planning 

and day-to-day management to ensure a smooth 
preparatory process. A local committee was set up in 
Bandung, where the conference was to be held, to co-
ordinate accommodation, logistics, transportation, 
health services, communications, security measures, 
entertainment arrangements, protocol services, and 
lighting (Arsip Nasional Republik Indonesia, 2012). 
On January 15, Indonesia officially extended an invi-
tation to participate in the conference.

On April 16, 1955, delegates arrived in Bandung 
via Jakarta (Arsip Nasional Republik Indonesia, 
2012). Preceding the conference, Indonesian Prime 
Minister Ali Sastroamidjojo cordially received the 
heads of delegations in Jakarta and engaged in in-
formal discussions to establish consensus on matters 
such as conference chairmanship, procedural rules, 
decision-making processes, and discussion topics. 

The Bogor Conference convened on December 24-29, 1954, at Bogor Palace in Java province 
(Photograph: National Archives of the Republic of Indonesia, 2023).
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These preliminary efforts laid a solid foundation for 
the subsequent success of the conference (Panitia 
Penulisan Sejarah Departemen Luar Negeri, 1971).

On the morning of April 18, 1955, delegates, 
dressed in traditional attire, made their way from 
their lodgings to the Merdeka Building (Gedung 
Merdeka) for the opening ceremony of the Asi-
an-African Conference. During the journey, the 
residents of Bandung offered a warm and respect-
ful reception to the delegates. During the inaugu-
ral event, Sukarno presented a speech titled “Let a 
New Asia and New Africa Be Born” (Lahirlah Asia 
Baru dan Afrika Baru).

With enormous passion, he envisioned a shared 
rise and promising future for Asian and African 
nations, reaffirmed an unshaken dedication to na-
tional self-determination, categorically rejected all 
forms of colonialism, and emphasized the impor-
tance of equal status among all nations (Ekadjati, 
1985). He highlighted that despite their diverse 
ethnicities, social backgrounds, cultures, and reli-

gions, the participants in the Bandung Conference 
resonated with a common experience of anti-colo-
nial struggle, which led to Asian-African solidarity 
in their pursuit of global peace. He concluded his 
speech by saying that: 

“I hope that it will give evidence of the fact that 
we, Asian and African leaders, understand that 
Asia and Africa can prosper only when they are 
united, and that even the safety of the world at large 
cannot be safeguarded without a united Asia-Af-
rica. I hope that the conference will give guidan-
ce to mankind and will point out to mankind the 
way it must take to attain safety and peace. I hope 
that it will provide evidence that Asia and Africa 
have been reborn, that a New Asia and New Africa 
have been born!” (Museum Konferensi Asia Afri-
ka, n.d.). 

Despite the eventual success of the conference, 
its preparatory process faced numerous challen-
ges, particularly obstruction from Western count-
ries such as Britain and the United States. These 
countries attempted to weaken the influence of the 
conference, discourage other countries from par-
ticipating, and interfere with the conference pro-
cess by exerting influence on “friendly countries.” 
As a result, there was significant controversy and 
disagreement in the early stages of the conference, 
posing a threat to its smooth progress (Acharya, 
2016).

Prior to the conference, the British government 
issued a series of “guidance” documents to 37 fo-
reign missions, alleging the threat of “communist 
colonialism,” recommending an embargo on stra-
tegic goods against China, and warning about the 
risks associated with the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Coexistence. British representatives were asked to 
urge “friendly countries” to resist proposals that 
support disputed expansion of sovereignty in the 
conference and alert allies to possible plans by Asi-

“I hope that it will give evidence 
of the fact that we, Asian and 
African leaders, understand that 
Asia and Africa can prosper only 
when they are united, and that 
even the safety of the world at 
large cannot be safeguarded 
without a united Asia-Africa. I 
hope that the conference will 
give guidance to mankind and 
will point out to mankind the way 
it must take to attain safety and 
peace."
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an-African countries that could destabilize the re-
gion. For example, prior to the conference, Britain 
sent a memorandum to the Prime Minister of Cey-
lon, John Kotelawala, urging him to pay full atten-
tion to “communist colonialism.”

 Kotelawala openly criticized what he termed 
“communist colonialism” at the meeting, which 
offended Chinese Prime Minister Zhou Enlai and 
Indian Prime Minister Nehru. Nehru promptly 
adopted a resolute position against equating Wes-
tern colonialism with the circumstances in the So-
viet bloc nations.

The Eisenhower administration instructed the 
U.S. missions to avoid an open show of interest in 
the Bandung Conference and instead follow the 
British example by offering “advice” and “guidan-

ce” to friendly governments such as Japan, Turkey, 
South Vietnam, Lebanon, the Philippines, and 
Thailand. The U.S. also had advance access to the 
speech of Carlos Pena Romulo, the chief represen-
tative of the Philippines, at the opening session of 
the Bandung Conference and supplied him with a 
draft resolution concerning Taiwan. Romulo pro-
mised to use it at the conference (Acharya, 2016).

The Bandung Conference encompassed three 
political perspectives: (1) pro-Western stances, 
exemplified by the Philippines, Thailand, Pakistan, 
Iran, and Turkey; (2) pro-communist positions 
represented by the People’s Republic of China and 
North Vietnam; and (3) neutral viewpoints held 
by India, Burma, Ceylon, and Indonesia (Panitia 
Penulisan Sejarah Departemen Luar Negeri, 1971).

President Sukarno speaking at the Bandung Conference 
(Photograph: SMKAA, 2024).
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The conflict of divergent positions at the confe-
rence somewhat hindered its smooth progress and 
consensus-building. However, under the guidance of 
the conference president, participating countries ad-
hered to principles such as seeking common ground 
while respecting differences and practicing mutual 
tolerance, ensuring a smooth progression (Anwar, 
2009). During the conference, representatives from 
various countries held consultations on issues of 
common concern for Asian and African countries, 
reached consensus on matters such as economy, cul-
ture, human rights, sovereignty, peace, and coopera-
tion, and proposed the “Ten Principles of Bandung 
(Dasasila Bandung) for managing international re-
lations. The conference communique reaffirmed the 
shared vision of Asian and African countries to dee-
pen cooperation in all areas (Arsip Nasional Repub-
lik Indonesia, 2012).

The Bandung Conference bolstered Indonesia’s 
diplomatic ties with Asian and African nations, be-
coming the initial expression of its proactive enga-
gement in international relations. The Asian-African 
Conference is considered a pivotal moment in Indo-
nesia’s dedication to an “independent and active” fo-
reign policy (Kemlu, 2019). The Final Communiqué 
of the Asian-African Conference mandated that the 
five founding nations diligently organize for the sub-
sequent Asian-African Conference by comprehensi-
ve consultations with additional countries. However, 
the preparations for and the convening of the second 
Asian-African Conference have encountered formi-
dable challenges. In 1965, shortly before the confe-
rence was set to commence, a coup d’état in Algeria, 
the host nation, obstructed the timely execution of 
the Second Asian-African Conference (Arsip Na-
sional Republik Indonesia, 2012). Nonetheless, the 
Bandung Spirit epitomizes unity, equality, and peace, 
offering a conceptual basis for Asian and African na-
tions to pursue collaboration and development.

Indonesia’s Inheritance or Divergence from the 
Bandung Legacy

Under Sukarno’s leadership, Indonesia’s foreign po-
licy has been significantly shaped by nationalist and 
anti-colonial ideologies. It upholds the notion of be-
bas dan aktif (independent and active), preserving 
an independent and autonomous position in inter-
national relations without aligning with any major 
power (Kusno, 2014). 

Under the influence of nationalism, Sukarno sto-
od firm against Dutch colonial rule, defended nati-
onal sovereignty, and fought for the restoration of 
control over West Irian. Through diplomatic efforts 
and military preparations, the Netherlands eventu-
ally agreed to resolve the West Irian issue through 
negotiations. In 1963, control of West Irian was for-
mally transferred to Indonesia, reinforcing Sukarno’s 
commitment to national independence and territo-
rial integrity. 

Sukarno, from an anti-colonial standpoint, fer-
vently endorsed national liberation movements ac-
ross Asia, Africa, and Latin America, while cham-
pioning solidarity and collaboration among Third 
World nations. Throughout the Vietnam War, Sukar-
no vehemently opposed and condemned US mili-
tary intervention in Vietnam, viewing Ho Chi Minh 
as a significant freedom fighter against imperialism 
and endorsing the Vietnamese people’s struggle for 
national unity and independence (Husin, 2010). Th-
roughout Algeria’s struggle for independence from 
French colonialism, Indonesia offered both political 
and material support, as well as deployed military 
missions to aid its liberation movement (Mangku-
subroto, 2023).

Motivated by the Bandung spirit, Sukarno ardent-
ly advocated for South-South cooperation, fostering 
collaboration among developing nations in political, 
economic, technological, and cultural spheres. Indo-
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nesia was a founding member of the Group of 77, 
established in 1964, aimed at reducing dependence 
on developed nations and promoting solidarity, coo-
peration, and development within the Global South 
(Center for East Asian Cooperation Studies, 2010). 
Indonesia, as a representative of Southeast Asia, has 
actively participated in the group’s initiatives.

On 16 September 1963, the Federation of Mala-
ya, together with Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore, 
established Malaysia. Indonesia perceived this as an 
extension of Western colonialism and asserted that 
Sarawak and Sabah ought to be incorporated into 
Greater Indonesia. To attain this objective, Indonesia 
initiated a sequence of border confrontations, espe-
cially in Borneo. Indonesia diplomatically highligh-

ted to Asian and African nations that Malaysia was a 
byproduct of Western colonialism and advocated for 
a boycott of it. Indonesia terminated its economic re-
lations with Malaysia, thereby intensifying its econo-
mic difficulties. These actions not only contravened 
the principle of peaceful dispute resolution, as high-
lighted at the Bandung Conference, but also jeopar-
dized regional stability (Ali, 2024). In January 1965, 
Indonesia officially declared its withdrawal from 
the United Nations, vehemently opposing Malaysi-
a’s election as a non-permanent member of the UN 
Security Council. Indonesia alleged that this action 
exemplifies the collective endorsement of Malaysia 
by Western nations and the suppression of Indonesia 
(Kusmayadi, 2017).
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Indonesia was one of the founding members of the Group of 77, established in 1964 to reduce dependence 
on developed countries and promote solidarity, cooperation, and development within the Global South 
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Between 1963 and 1966, during the confrontation 
between Indonesia and Malaysia, the United States 
curtailed its assistance to Indonesia, maintaining only 
military-related projects to bolster the army’s capacity 
to counter Sukarno, while China and the Soviet Union 
supplied Indonesia with diverse forms of aid, including 
armaments and technology. To consolidate his political 
standing, Sukarno endorsed leftists and communists, 
cultivated closer relations with socialist nations, and 
vehemently denounced US support for Malaysia and 
its aggression against North Vietnam. In the latter years 
of Sukarno’s administration, Indonesia became increa-
singly entangled in the dynamics of great power rivalry.

During the early 1960s, Indonesia’s economy per-
sisted in its decline, accompanied by escalating pub-
lic discontent. Sukarno’s robust endorsement of the 
Communist Party of Indonesia (PKI), which faced 
opposition from the military, exacerbated the turmoil. 
This resulted in the 30 September Movement of 1965. 
Following Sukarno’s demise, Indonesian politics tran-
sitioned into the Suharto Era (1967-1998) (You, 2015).

The Suharto government advocated for peaceful 
dialogue and the resolution of international disputes 
through multilateral diplomatic channels. On August 

11, 1966, Indonesia signed a normalization agreement 
with Malaysia, officially marking the end of the Indo-
nesia-Malaysia confrontation and the restoration of bi-
lateral relations. In September 1966, Indonesia rejoined 
the United Nations. The two countries formally rees-
tablished diplomatic relations in 1967 (Omar, 2008).

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASE-
AN) was officially founded in 1967 to foster regional 
peace and stability. Since its inception, Indonesia has 
conducted multiple ASEAN Summit meetings and 
engaged in regional collaboration, endeavoring to 
take a prominent position within ASEAN (Wiharyan-
to, 2010). In 1976, Indonesia convened the inaugural 
ASEAN Summit and ratified the Treaty of Amity and 
Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC), which establis-
hed the principles of peaceful coexistence and collabo-
ration in the region. These initiatives exemplified the 
Bandung spirit; however, it is undeniable that certain 
diplomatic practices of the Suharto administration 
markedly diverged from it.

On the evening of September 30, 1965, Lieutenant 
Colonel Untung Syamsuri proclaimed the initiation 
of the “September 30th Movement.” On the morning 
of October 1, the Indonesian military abducted and 
executed six high-ranking generals. Major General Su-
harto of the Indonesian Army was not apprehended. 
Upon receiving the news, he commanded the army to 
quell the coup and swiftly usurped power during the 
suppression. Subsequent to the coup, the government 
alleged that the Indonesian Communist Party (PKI) 
orchestrated it. Subsequently, anti-communist factions 
led by Suharto initiated a widespread anti-communist 
purge. From 1965 to 1966, numerous members of the 
Communist Party and leftists faced persecution, resul-
ting in the massacre of hundreds of thousands. Suharto 
incrementally consolidated authority over the govern-
ment and the military. He officially assumed the pre-
sidency in 1967, instituting a new regime focused on 
military and pro-Western political factions (Adriyanto, 
2016). From 1966 to 1967, anti-Chinese sentiment in 

The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) was 
officially founded in 1967 to foster 
regional peace and stability. 
Since its inception, Indonesia 
has conducted multiple ASEAN 
Summit meetings and engaged 
in regional collaboration, 
endeavoring to take a prominent 
position within ASEAN 
(Wiharyanto, 2010).
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Indonesia intensified, resulting in multiple assaults on 
Chinese embassies and consulates. In 1967, the Suhar-
to administration implemented severe measures, insti-
tuting a total prohibition on the dissemination of Chi-
nese literature, culture, and script in Indonesia, while 
urging Indonesian Chinese to renounce their Chinese 
names. The two nations entirely terminated their dip-
lomatic relations on October 30, 1967 (Xue, 2020).

Throughout the Suharto administration, Indonesia 
exhibited a diplomatic inclination towards the United 
States. The Suharto administration entered into a mi-
litary cooperation agreement with the United States, 
resulting in the provision of military aid to Indonesia, 
including weapons, training, and intelligence, thereby 
enhancing the capabilities of the Indonesian military. 
Concurrently, Indonesia enacted the “New Order” 
(Orde Baru) policy, which advocated for market libe-
ralization reforms, eased limitations on foreign invest-
ment, and promoted the entry of American enterprises 
into the Indonesian market. Consequently, American 

corporations acquired a substantial market share in oil, 
gas, minerals, and other sectors (Setia, 2023).

The Suharto government’s policy regarding East Ti-
mor significantly diverged from the principles of Ban-
dung. East Timor endured prolonged oppression under 
Portuguese colonial rule. On November 28, 1975, East 
Timor proclaimed its independence and formed the 
Democratic Republic of East Timor. One week later, the 
Suharto administration commanded Indonesian forces 
to invade East Timor. The coercive annexation of East 
Timor as Indonesia’s 27th province in 1976 elicited ex-
tensive denunciation and significant censure from the 
international community (Ulung, 2023).

The 1997 Asian financial crisis triggered a signifi-
cant economic decline in Indonesia, intensifying social 
unrest and confronting the nation with an unparalle-
led challenge marked by increasing calls for political 
reform. Suharto resigned from the presidency in 1998, 
thus ending his thirty-year reign. Subsequently, Indo-
nesia initiated a phase of democratic transition.
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Under the Suharto-led regime from 1965 to 1966, many Communist Party members and leftists were persecuted, 
resulting in hundreds of thousands of massacres. Here members of the party are being transported to a prison in 
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The Transformation of Indonesian Diplomacy 
and its Contribution to Fostering the Bandung 

Spirit
In the post-Suharto period, the Bandung spirit and the 
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have reemerged 
as the foundational tenets of Indonesia’s foreign policy. 
First, to reestablish friendship and collaboration with 
China. Since August 8, 1990, when China officially re-
instated diplomatic relations with Indonesia, Sino-In-
donesian relations have swiftly advanced in economic 
and trade collaboration, cultural exchanges, and pe-
ople-to-people interactions. In 2013, President Xi Jin-
ping visited Indonesia as his inaugural destination in 
Southeast Asia, where he conferred with President Su-
silo Bambang Yudhoyono. In the meeting, he declared 
the elevation of relations between the two nations to a 
comprehensive strategic partnership and suggested the 
establishment of the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) (Kementerian Sekretariat Negara Repub-
lik Indonesia, 2013). Recently, the cooperation between 
the two countries has entered a new stage of all-around 
development. Joko Widodo (2014-2024) visited China 
eight times during his 10-year presidency, and President 
Xi met with him twelve times (Antara, 2024b). The Ja-
karta-Bandung High-Speed Railway, as a landmark pro-
ject of bilateral cooperation, showcases the potential for 
collaboration between China and Indonesia in infrast-
ructure development (Yamin & Windymadksa, 2017). 
Furthermore, Indonesia has revised its policy toward 
Chinese-Indonesians, gradually restoring their legal 
rights and promoting harmonious social development 
(Dwivianto, 2016).

Second, Indonesia engages in international organiza-
tions such as the UN, IMF, WTO, and NAM (Non-A-
ligned Movement) to foster global cooperation and 
development. Indonesia actively participates in peace-
keeping operations and fulfills its international obligati-
ons. As of July 11, 2024, Indonesia had deployed a total 
of 2,715 military and police personnel to UN peacekee-
ping forces, actively engaging in missions in Sudan, the 
Central African Republic, Cyprus, and other regions, 

thereby ranking as the sixth-largest contributor of pea-
cekeeping personnel worldwide. Furthermore, Indone-
sia significantly contributes to the female peacekeeping 
contingent, with 183 female peacekeepers engaged in 
peacekeeping operations (Widyawati, 2024).

Third, to enhance ASEAN’s function in regional 
integration. Since its inception in 1967, ASEAN’s pro-
minence in regional and international matters has been 
progressively increasing. In 1997, ASEAN leaders intro-
duced the “ASEAN Vision 2020,” with the objective of 
establishing a peaceful, stable, prosperous, and inclusive 
ASEAN Community (ASEAN Main Portal, 2012). As 
a founding member of ASEAN, Indonesia is dedicated 
to promoting an enhanced role for ASEAN in regional 
integration. Indonesia introduced the ASEAN Politi-
cal-Security Community (APSC) at the Bali Summit in 
2003 to uphold regional stability (Mohadib, 2018). In 
terms of economic development, during its tenure as 
the ASEAN Chair in 2011, Indonesia reached an agree-
ment with all member states to continue strengthening 
the construction of the ASEAN Community, laying 
the foundation for the formal launch of the “ASEAN 
Economic Community” (AEC) in 2015. Meanwhile, 
Indonesia actively participates in the construction of 
the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) to reduce tariff 
barriers, promote the free flow of goods and services, 
and expedite the process of economic integration. In the 
social and cultural realm, Indonesia has pushed for the 
establishment of the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Commu-
nity (ASCC) and participated in setting up the ASEAN 
Cultural Fund to protect the cultural heritage of ASEAN 
member states and promote exchanges and interactions 
in language, culture, and education within the region.

Fourth, to change the policy on the East Timor issue. 
Indonesia declared in 1999 that a referendum would 
allow East Timor to decide its future status. In August 
1999, under the supervision of the United Nations, East 
Timor held a referendum, with the results showing that 
about 78.5% of voters supported independence. The vo-
ting results sparked a riot by pro-Indonesian militants. 
Under the urging of the international community, Indo-
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nesia agreed to allow the United Nations to send inter-
national peacekeeping forces to East Timor to quell the 
riots and restore order. On May 20, 2002, East Timor 
formally declared independence and established the 
Democratic Republic of East Timor (Rustamana & Na-
rendra, 2023). Following this, Indonesia worked closely 
with East Timor under the supervision of the internati-
onal community to engage in reconciliation dialogues 
and restore bilateral relations. In August 2005, the two 
countries jointly established the “Indonesia-East Timor 
Commission on Truth and Friendship” to conduct a 
comprehensive investigation into historical atrocities 
and promote historical reconciliation.

Fifth, to uphold a just stance in the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict and condemn Israel’s aggressive actions. In sup-
port of the just cause of the Palestinian people, Indone-
sia has refused to establish diplomatic relations with Is-
rael and has urged the international community to take 
action for justice (Portal Informasi Indonesia, 2024). As 
the country with the largest Muslim population, Indo-
nesia has always supported Palestine’s legitimate rights 
and advocated for the advancement of the peace process 
through international law and multilateral frameworks. 
Indonesia consistently opposes Israel’s policy of occupa-
tion and settlement expansion, utilizing platforms such 
as the United Nations, the Organization of Islamic Coo-
peration (OIC, formerly the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference), and the Non-Aligned Movement to urge 
concrete measures from the international community in 
promoting Palestinian independence. At the 60th anni-

versary commemoration of the 1955 Bandung Confe-
rence in Jakarta in 2015, Indonesia reaffirmed the Ban-
dung Spirit and strengthened international attention on 
the Palestinian issue. In 2016, at the fifth special summit 
of the OIC, Indonesia once again urged member states 
to intensify their aid and support for Palestine (Kemen-
terian Sekretariat Negara Republik Indonesia, 2016). 

Sixth, to reject choosing sides and maintain a flexible 
stance in the strategic competition between China and 
the United States. Indonesia values economic develop-
ment and regards China as an important trade and in-
vestment partner. It actively participates in the Belt and 
Road Initiative to promote infrastructure development 
and enhance economic connectivity. Simultaneously, it 
maintains security cooperation with the United States, 
ensuring its flexibility in the great power game (Luo, 
2024). In the South China Sea issue, as a non-claimant 
country, Indonesia insists on prioritizing peace and 
opposing military conflicts. It advocates resolving dis-
putes in a peaceful manner based on international law 
through ASEAN and multilateral mechanisms (Antara, 
2024c). On October 20, 2024, Prabowo Subianto was 
inaugurated as Indonesia’s president. President Pra-
bowo has stressed that he will continue the policies of 
his predecessor, President Joko Widodo, by upholding 
the principle of an independent, active, and non-aligned 
(bebas aktif nonblok) foreign policy while refraining 
from joining any military alliances to maintain Indone-
sia’s independence and sovereignty (Antara, 2024a).

In summary, in the post-Suharto era, Indonesia’s 
political reform and democratization process is closely 
linked to the spirit of the Bandung Conference, and In-
donesia continues to play a bridge role in Asian-African 
cooperation on the international stage. The principles 
of independence, equality, and peaceful coexistence 
advocated at the Bandung Conference provided Indo-
nesia with ideological support for exploring its path to 
development in the post-Suharto era. At the same time, 
Indonesia continued to promote South-South coopera-
tion in the international community and world peace 
and prosperity.

In support of the just cause of the 
Palestinian people, Indonesia has 
refused to establish diplomatic 
relations with Israel and has urged 
the international community to 
take action for justice.
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Conclusion 

Indonesia emerged from the anti-colonial struggle, 
achieving independence with much effort. During 
the Cold War, it was imperative to swiftly identify 
novel methods to convey its political interest. The 
Asian-African Conference in Bandung was shaped 
by various elements, including systemic polariza-
tion, the characteristics of newly independent nati-
ons, and Sukarno’s anti-colonial and anti-imperialist 
philosophy. Overcoming challenges in planning, 
preparation, and conference execution, Indonesia, as 
host country, took the lead in proposing a vision and 
making a significant contribution to the conference’s 
success. The successful convening of the Bandung 
Conference signified the initial emergence of Asian 
and African nations as an independent political force 
globally, while also fostering the influential Bandung 
Spirit and informing Indonesia’s diplomatic strategy. 
In some historical epochs, Indonesia diverged from 
the diplomatic tenets set forth at the Bandung Confe-
rence, leading to its eventual diplomatic isolation and 
a deterioration of its international stature. Throu-
ghout the democratic transition, Indonesia has revi-
talized the Bandung Spirit, enhancing relations with 
China and actively participating in the formation of 
the ASEAN community while preserving an inde-
pendent and flexible position in the strategic rivalry 
between China and the United States. The Bandung 
spirit has proven its importance in Indonesia’s diplo-
matic endeavors throughout the past seventy years, 
encompassing both positive and negative aspects, 
while also acting as a foundational principle for pro-
moting solidarity and collaboration among nations 
in the Global South. 
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