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ABSTRACT

With the rise of emerging middle powers during the past few years, such as Tiirkiye, Indonesia,
Brazil, and Saudi Arabia, whose significant influences have been expanding in the global
landscape, while traditional middle powers like Canada and Australia have been notably silent
on issues impacting global security and development. Therefore, not only has the division
occurred within middle powers, but their unique diplomatic patterns and logics of external
behaviors are also worthy of attention. This article argues that emerging middle powers are
in a semi-peripheral position within the international economic structure, representing the
common interests of developing countries and acting as leaders of the “Global South” and
promoters of a more multipolar global order. During the transformation of international
order, the rise of emerging middle powers and their balancing diplomacy pattern will further
promote multipolarization.

Keywords: emerging middle powers, international order, multipolarization, balancing

diplomacy, Tirkiye.

Introduction

MIDDLE POWERS DENOTE NATIONS THAT
exhibit certain capabilities yet lack the capacity
to rival the leading countries in the global hie-
rarchy; they may have a considerable economic
presence but do not hold a central role in wor-
ldwide industrial specialization. Currently, the
dynamics of middle powers are shifting due to
the transformation of the global political lan-
dscape, leading to a scenario where emerging
middle powers such as Tiirkiye, India, Brazil,
Mexico, Indonesia, and Saudi Arabia are expe-

riencing significant developmental momentum,

whereas traditional middle powers like Canada
and Australia are witnessing a persistent decli-
ne in their influence in international affairs. In
addition, alongside the big powers, the nations
of the ‘Global South’ are augmenting their inf-
luence in the international sphere. There is an
increasingly clear distinction between the two
groups, which take different positions on wor-
1d affairs. Furthermore, the divergent positions
and tendencies of the two groups regarding
foreign matters, including the quest for global
discourse rights, the framing of internatio-
nal relations, and the rivalry among major

countries, have further accentuated the gap.
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The Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Ukraini-
an crisis have intensified the transformation of
the worldwide political environment, while great
power competition persists, and the internatio-
nal influence of the “Global South” continues
to grow. In this process, the peculiar balancing
diplomacy has rendered the position of emerging
middle countries in the “Global South” bloc and
international politics exceptionally significant.
The world is currently undergoing a period of
considerable turmoil in the international political
landscape, with emerging issues consistently affe-
cting global security and development. Emerging
middle powers are employing balancing diplo-
macy through their rhetoric and actions, seeking
diplomatic autonomy, serving as a “buffer zone”
in the struggle among big powers, mitigating the
intensity of that competition, and aiming to redu-
ce uncertainty in global governance possibilities.

While middle powers have received some at-
tention in the existing literature, many questions
remain unanswered. The division among midd-
le powers has not been comprehensively exami-
ned, leaving the motivations for emerging middle
powers to pursue a non-aligned diplomatic ap-
proach, along with the implications of this diplo-
matic model, unaddressed (Edstrom & Westberg,
2020). This paper will explore the implications of
the emerging middle powers’ new role, examine
the characteristics and performance of the ba-
lancing diplomacy they advocate, and conduct
a thorough analysis of the causes and associated

impacts of this diplomatic approach.
The Connotation of Emerging Middle Powers
Middle powers are not just essential actors that

have surfaced in world politics in recent years but

also represent states shaped by the combination of

elements such as economic prowess, global influ-
ence, and geopolitical standing. Scholars exhibit
considerable variance in their definitions of inter-
mediate powers. One scholar posits that a country
is classified as a middle power if it fulfills specific
duties associated with that designation or percei-
ves itself as such (Holbraad, 1971). A scholar po-
sits that the characteristic characteristics of middle
powers include pursuing multilateral solutions to
global challenges, adopting a conciliatory approa-
ch in international conflicts, and endorsing prin-
ciples of responsible global citizenship (Cooper,
2013). Some studies classify countries based on fa-
cts and quantification to examine the attributes of
middle powers. For example, Kim, a South Kore-
an academic employing a hierarchical framework,
utilizes statistical indices to classify nations based
on territorial size, GDP, trade volume, foreign cur-
rency reserves, population, and military personnel
(Kim, 2009).

Current research on middle powers fails to ac-
count for the recent transformations within this
group. The prior articles on middle powers focused
on Canada, Australia, the Netherlands, and Swe-
den, positing that these nations served as suppor-
ters and stabilizers of the international order (Jor-
daan, 2003). In recent years, the emergence of the
“Global South” has led to a classification of middle
powers into conventional middle powers, exempli-
tied by Canada and Australia, and growing middle
powers, represented by Tiirkiye, Indonesia, South
Africa, and Brazil, among others.

The population size of emerging middle powers
generally is substantial. As per the statistics data
published by the World Population Review in 2024,
India’s population stands at 1,450,940,000, securing
the top position globally. Indonesia (283,488,000),
Nigeria (232,679,000), Brazil (211,999,000), and
Mexico (130,861,000) are rated 4th, 6th, 7th, and
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Figure 1. The Classification of Middle Powers
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Middle Powers can be divided into Emerging Middle Powers and Traditional Middle Powers (Figure: Xiao, 2025).

11th globally, respectively (World Population Re-
view, n.d.). Countries like Tiirkiye and Saudi Ara-
bia possess substantial Muslim populations, rende-
ring them indispensable states in the Islamic world
that warrant attention.

Concerning economic development, nearly all
growing middle powers are classified as develo-
ping nations. However, they all exhibit a sustained
growth rate, particularly in the economy. Emer-
ging middle powers are evolving from “followers”
in the globalization process to significant “leaders.”
Middle powers exhibit significant ambition in ac-
tively engaging in the establishment of new regu-
lations for the global economy. They progressively
evolve as significant participants in international
relations. They are no longer on the periphery of
the world system but are continually advancing
toward its center (Mittelman, 1995). The 2024
global GDP rankings and projections released by
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) exemplify

the remarkable performance of emerging middle

powers. India’s GDP has exceeded that of the Uni-
ted Kingdom, while Brazil has also eclipsed nati-
ons such as Italy and Canada. Furthermore, eco-
nomies like Tiirkiye, Indonesia, and Saudi Arabia
have ascended into the global top 20.

Emerging middle powers wield distinct influ-
ence owing to geopolitical considerations and re-
source availability, and they typically adopt a pro-
active stance in international or regional matters.
For example, Tiirkiye is positioned at the cross-
roads of other countries’ economic routes, which
offers a crucial “lever” for Tiirkiye’s engagement in
regional and global matters. It particularly affords
Tiirkiye distinct advantages in competing against
major nations in West Asia and the Middle East.
Given Brazil’s strategic location, the United States
has long viewed Latin America as its “backyard,”
and the country is home to major ports that faci-
litate international transportation. It’s self-evident
that the US provides convenience to Brazil in various

aspects such as visas, investments, and tariff issues.
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Indonesia is considered the true leader of the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
can exert asymmetric influence on transnational
issues (Nabbs, 2020). At the same time, Indonesia
has one of the largest nickel reserves in the world.
Nickel, as a critical mineral resource, is viewed as a
critical mineral resource that can reshape the global
new-energy battery material industry chain. Due to
geopolitical factors and resource possession, emer-
ging middle powers play an important and functi-
onal role in regional peace and development as well
as security and governance issues. As a result, they
have to be considered by major powers during the

process of exerting influence on the region.

Balancing Diplomacy of Emerging Middle
Powers

Emerging middle powers are increasingly signi-
ficant actors in international affairs. In the con-
text of competition and collaboration among
major powers, emerging middle powers frequ-
ently employ a diplomatic strategy characterized
by balancing diplomacy, which may be examined
through three dimensions: international relati-
ons, organizations and institutions, and national
strategy. These three tiers form a fundamental fra-
mework for balancing diplomacy. The execution
of balancing diplomacy in international relations
demonstrates the influence of growing middle
powers and signifies their national goals. At the
organizational and institutional level, multilateral
diplomacy fosters an institutionalized network of
connections, which provides emerging middle
powers with external behavioral resilience. In the
context of national strategy, it is manifested as a
significant degree of autonomy, allowing foreign
policy to embody the intentions of one’s own na-

tion rather than those of others.

Firstly, regarding international relations. In
March 2022, facilitated by Tiirkiye, the foreign mi-
nisters of Russia and Ukraine engaged in their ina-
ugural direct communication since the onset of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. On July 22, both parties
signed the “Ukraine Grain Security Transportati-
on Initiative” in Istanbul, demonstrating Tiirkiyes
efforts to sustain equilibrium among all involved
stakeholders (Yang, 2022). Another example: Sau-
di Arabia convened a peace conference, inviting 42
nations to engage in consultation and dialogue re-
garding the escalating Ukraine crisis (Sinem, 2023).

In September 2023, Vietnam and the United
States advanced their bilateral relations to a com-
prehensive strategic partnership (The White Hou-
se, 2023). Three months later, an agreement was
established between China and Vietnam regarding
the concept of a community with a shared future
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The People’s Repub-
lic of China, 2023). In June 2024, Putin traveled to
Vietnam to strengthen the comprehensive strategic
partnership (The Vietnam Plus, 2024).

All of these reflect that emerging middle powers
adopt a balancing diplomacy, building closer relati-
onship networks with multiple countries while ma-
intaining their existing non-aligned foreign policy.
Emerging middle powers sustain multifaceted eco-
nomic engagements grounded in a fact-based ap-
proach. Amidst economic and trade rivalry among
major powers, these emerging middle powers have
embraced a multilateral approach to economic en-
gagement. While certain countries have enhanced
their economic ties with the US, this does not equ-
ate to severing economic collaboration with China
and Russia. India and Tiirkiye serve as pertinent
examples.

India became a member of the “Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity” (He & Luo,
2024) and joined the “India-Middle East-Europe
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Figure 2. GDP’s of Emerging Middle Powers in 2024 and Projections (Billions of US dollars)

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Turkiye 1344318 1455.413 1477.336 1565.506 1660.519
India 3889.130 4271.922 4710.371 5193.509 5723.287
Brazil 2188.419 2307.162 2444937 2571.539 2709.595
Mexico 1848.125 1817.818 1905.278 1994.119 2085.533
Indonesia 1402.590 1492.618 1614.873 1743.582 1883.651
Saudi Arabia 1100.706 1136.58 1199.156 1262.326 1332.093
Vietnam 468.485 506.426 545.101 585.992 628.634
Thailand 528919 545.341 569.517 596.267 624.015
South Africa 403.045 418.046 432.512 446.803 460.933
Malaysia 439.748 488.250 522.253 553.081 587.088
Nigeria 199.721 194.955 224.780 239.413 260.959

Emerging middle powers all embrace a brighter future (Figure: Xiao, 2025)
(Source: International Monetary Fund, 2024).

Economic Corridor,” both proposed by the United
States (Kumar & Vivek, 2024). However, despite
the economic sanctions imposed on Russia by the
United States and European nations, as well as the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict, India continues
to engage in trade cooperation with Russia concer-
ning oil and industrial goods. Furthermore, accor-
ding to calculations by Indian think tanks, in 2023-
2024, China constitutes 43.9% of India’s imports of
electronic products, communication equipment,
and electrical appliances (Xing, 2024).

Turkey is actively collaborating with Russia in
energy, trade, and investment, while also engaging
extensively with China regarding the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and Turkey’s Middle Corridor initi-
ative. The United States is currently implementing

sanctions against Chinese companies, particularly
in the technology and supply chain sectors; howe-
ver, these emerging middle powers have neither
adjusted to US policies nor emulated the actions
of traditional middle powers. Emerging middle
powers perceive China’s development as an oppor-
tunity; however, capitalizing on this opportunity
does not entail forsaking investments from Wes-
tern nations (Dai, 2016).

Secondly, regarding organizations and instituti-
ons. One of the highlights of balancing diplomacy
is the multilateral institutional link between nati-
ons and international organizations. In contrast
to conventional middle powers, emerging middle
powers often demonstrate a heightened readiness

to engage in regional or global agenda-setting.
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The institutional connections between nations
and international organizations exemplify the dip-
lomatic frameworks of emerging middle powers.
For instance, to augment its influence in the “Glo-
bal South” and expand its diplomatic reach, India
consistently asserted its commitment to unifying
the “Global South” and convened the Third Sum-
mit of the Voice of the “Global South” in August
2024, addressing regional conflicts, food and ener-
gy security, and offering “Indian solutions” to sha-
red challenges (Ministry of External Affairs of In-
dia, 2024). India utilized the G20 Summit to adopt
the “New Delhi Declaration” opposing protectio-
nism, which the Modi administration characteri-
zed as “historic and groundbreaking” (Paul, 2023).

—

within the realm of national
strategy, prioritizing
independence and fostering
comprehensive strategic
cooperation with numerous
countries serves as a fundamental
principle to direct the external
actions of emerging middle
powers.

Brazil primarily concentrates on three prin-
cipal themes: combating hunger, poverty, and
inequality; promoting sustainable development;
and reforming global governance to augment its
international influence in climate change and
the transition to a green economy while advo-
cating for the interests of “Global South” nations
to foster greater international consensus (Zhou
& Xia, 2024).

Turkey is actively collaborating with inter-

national organizations and forming enduring
cooperative partnerships. It has become a sec-
toral dialogue partner of ASEAN and created
the Tiirkiye-ASEAN Joint Sector Cooperation
Committee. Turkey is spearheading the Orga-
nization of Turkic States to enhance regional
integration cooperation in Central Asia and has
acquired the status of a dialogue partner within
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

Ultimately, within the realm of national stra-
tegy, prioritizing independence and fostering
comprehensive strategic cooperation with nu-
merous countries serves as a fundamental prin-
ciple to direct the external actions of emerging
middle powers. On April 7, 2022, over 50 nati-
ons, including Western countries and Ukraine,
requested at the Emergency Special Session of
the United Nations General Assembly the tem-
porary suspension of the Russian Federation’s
membership in the Human Rights Council.
Despite its significant economic and military
collaboration with the United States, Saudi Ara-
bia cast a dissenting vote (United Nations Digi-
tal Library System, 2022). Despite the West im-
posing economic sanctions on Russia, Tiirkiye,
India, and Brazil declined to engage and main-
tained their economic and energy collaboration
with Russia. Comparable circumstances exist in
arms sales and military collaboration, with In-
dia, Indonesia, and Vietnam all enhancing their
partnerships with the West. These military col-
laborations primarily focus on enhancing their
defense capabilities rather than aligning with
the U.S. to contain China and Russia through
the reinforcement of the U.S. military alliance
system.

Following the border tensions between Chi-
na and India in 2020, the United States sought
to leverage this incident for intervention. The
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Indian government contended that despite exis-
ting issues between India and China, it would
refrain from seeking mediation from any third
party (The New Indian Express, 2024). Emer-
ging middle powers aspire to act as stabilizers in
conflicts, facilitate mediation among the parties
involved, and strive to alleviate tensions rather
than exacerbate them. As these and similar ca-
ses show, it can be said that emerging middle
powers prioritize independence and pursue
their national interests rather than emulate the

actions of other nations.

The Motivations of Emerging Middle
Powers’ Balancing Diplomacy

The transition of emerging middle powers
towards a more autonomous and balanced dip-
lomatic approach is driven by both subjective
and material factors. It fundamentally arises
from the need to protect national interests. Ne-
vertheless, if these nations are unable to engage
in negotiations with major powers, adopting
this balancing diplomatic model may incur
greater costs, potentially leading to economic
recessions or jeopardizing national security.
Furthermore, the world is experiencing unp-
recedented change, and the inequitable inter-
national order promoted by Western nations is
steadily disintegrating, creating opportunities
for a novel transformation of the international
order. Emerging middle powers also engage in
protectionism, neutrality, non-alignment dip-
lomacy, and a commitment to multilateralism.

Primarily the necessity to safeguard national
interests. From a cost-benefit analysis, the ad-
vantages of balancing diplomacy significantly
outweigh the disadvantages. Balancing diplo-
macy can provide benefits in more than one

dimension for national interests, which are the
most important determinants in international
relations. In economic collaboration, emerging
middle powers can enhance economic growth
and optimize benefits by maintaining trade re-
lations with Western nations while participa-
ting in the BRI and BRICS initiatives. From the
standpoint of sovereignty preservation, balan-
cing diplomacy allows emerging middle powers
to evade entanglement in conflicts between
major powers, sustain strategic autonomy, re-
duce national strategic risks, and diminish re-
liance on a singular entity. By sustaining equ-
itable relations with various entities, they can
avert substantial losses resulting from strategic
modifications by an individual nation or coali-
tion. For example, India engages in diplomatic
balancing between the United States and Rus-
sia. It acquires sophisticated military apparatus
from Russia to ensure its military security and
promote the stable advancement of its defense
sector, while concurrently enhancing collabo-
ration with the US in economic, technological,
and military armaments (Yang, 2024). This
strategy enables India to sustain a comparati-
vely autonomous strategic stance between the
US and Russia, with Tiirkiye serving as another
illustration.

From the standpoint of domestic political sta-
bility, balancing diplomatic relations mitigates
external interference in internal affairs. When
a nation sustains favorable and equitable relati-
ons with various significant entities, it becomes
challenging for external forces to exert unilateral
pressure on its domestic politics, thereby enhan-
cing the stability of the political environment
and mitigating turmoil induced by excessive in-
terference from a singular country, thus preser-

ving peace and order within the state.
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Secondly, emerging middle powers possess
specific forms of “bargaining” capital. Implemen-
ting balancing diplomacy aims to protect natio-
nal interests; however, if a country lacks the ca-
pital to negotiate or engage with major powers,
the outcomes may not be as favorable as desired.
Capital may derive from geopolitical factors, oil,
minerals, and other natural resources pertinent
to the stability of the global industrial chain and
development issues, or serve as crucial strategic
pivots for the foreign strategies of major powers.
Acquiring one or more of these will enhance a
nation’s negotiating power. In the intricate and
dynamic international landscape, the interests
and strategic priorities of nations are perpetually
evolving. This “bargaining” strategy can enhance
their ability to manage uncertainties and discern
their critical points of interest amid the fluctua-
ting dynamics of competition and cooperation
among major powers. India, at the regional level,
shares borders with neighboring countries like
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, which are
susceptible to significant issues. At the geopoli-
tical level, the United States’ strategic emphasis
is transitioning to the Asia-Pacific region (Guo,
2003). India’s national strength ranks in the “first
tier” within South Asia, affording the nation an
opportunity to capitalize on its role and relations-
hips with various major powers to augment its

political discourse and bargaining power.

—

It is an unavoidable historical
trend for emerging middle powers
to adopt balancing diplomacy.

The evolution of the international relations

landscape acts as a catalyst. It is an unavoidable

historical trend for emerging middle powers to
adopt balancing diplomacy. Influenced by a “Cold
War mentality,” the United States perceives China
as its foremost competitor and the principal im-
pediment to the liberal international order (Sun,
2024). Ultimately, the inherent structural contra-
diction between China and America is challen-
ging to resolve and is improbable to escalate to
the extent of warfare (Scobell, 2020). Emerging
middle powers remain incapable of independent-
ly confronting major powers due to their limited
capabilities; however, cultivating balanced rela-
tions with these major powers is a strategically
advantageous approach compared to dependence
on a single major power. Consequently, in light
of alterations in the international strategic lan-
dscape, emerging middle powers are reassessing
their current foreign relations, their standing
and advantages within alliances, as well as their
negotiating stances on a range of critical issues
(Efstathopoulos, 2023). Conversely, regarding the
economic and monetary settlement system, the
epoch of US dollar hegemony has concluded. The
accumulation of US foreign debt, the increasing
economic power of emerging market nations, and
the trend towards multipolarity in the internatio-
nal monetary system are undermining the status
of the US economy and eroding confidence in the
US dollar as the world’s primary currency (Co-
hen, 2008). Conversely, the swift advancement
of emerging economies is reducing the disparity
between these nations and European countries,
which will instigate significant alterations in the
global economic framework. The rule-making
role of the Western economic powers will be di-
minished; consequently, they must engage in ne-
gotiation and compromise more with emerging
economies and relinquish greater influence and

authority in decision-making. Consequently, the
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BRICS and Africa: Partnership for Mutually Accelerated Growth, Sustainable Developme,
2224 AUGUST 2023, JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRIC

The “BRICS Plus” is an important driving force for building a new type of international relations
(Photo: Xinhua, 2023).

beneficial influence of emerging middle powers
in the domains of economy, trade, and finance on
global economic growth will become increasingly
evident.

BRICS exemplifies the pursuit of reform wit-
hin the global political and economic framework,
primarily due to the significant imbalance in the
current international institutional power struc-
ture, where the representation and influence of
emerging and developing nations do not align
with their economic stature (Huang & Song,
2024). BRICS is perceived by emerging middle
powers as a platform to reformulate the global or-
der and redefine the rules of engagement in the
pursuit of global political and economic multi-
polarity and systemic transformation (Lu, 2014).
This can be comprehended from two perspecti-
ves. BRICS enhances foreign policy alternatives
for emerging economies and bolsters their diplo-
matic independence. Amid the escalating strate-

gic rivalry among major powers and the collective

emergence of the “Global South,” the tendency to
take sides or participate in zero-sum games has
diminished. Consequently, an increasing number
of countries are able to pursue diversified coope-
ration avenues and diplomatic strategies aligned
with their national interests and developmental
requirements. Conversely, BRICS promotes the
principles of non-alignment, prioritizes the wel-
fare of the populace, and upholds open regiona-
lism. Since the commencement of 2024, over 30
nations, including Malaysia, Kazakhstan, and Be-
larus, have expressed interest in joining the BRI-
CS cooperation framework. These nations aim to
identify and develop new economic growth op-
portunities, enhance the resilience and security of
industrial and supply chains, and pursue a broa-
der array of economic and political alternatives.
They seek to mitigate the risks and challenges
posed by geopolitical and economic fluctuations
by expanding economic, trade, and investment
collaboration with BRICS countries (Lin, 2024).
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In the future, emerging middle powers can le-
verage the BRICS cooperation mechanism to
enhance practical collaboration in finance, in-
vestment, energy, agriculture, and science and
technology, in accordance with the United Nati-
ons 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
The BRICS organization enhances the resilience
of emerging middle powers to risks and social
development through mutual benefit and win-

win outcomes.

The Implications of Emerging Middle Powers’
Balancing Diplomacy and China’s Responses

Emerging middle powers have become significant
determinants influencing the trajectory of this
century’s transformation. Their diplomatic balan-
cing act consistently challenges the conventional
international order and significantly alters the tra-
jectory of the global landscape. Emerging middle
powers possess significant ideological conflicts
with the US, leading them to forge a distinctly di-
vergent path from conventional middle powers.
This unique diplomatic framework expedites
the historical evolution of multilateralism, as the
emergence of new great powers propels the global
system into a phase of power rebalancing and re-
distribution. The reconfiguration of the global or-
der increases the probability that emerging middle
powers will undertake collective action (Stephen,
2013). Upon assessing the prevailing international
circumstances, the US acknowledges that engaging
these nations would entail substantial costs and
yield limited efficacy (Chivvis & Geaghan, 2024).
Matias Spektor, a professor of international relati-
ons in Brazil, stated, “We can never genuinely be-
come an insider of the liberal international order”
(Spektor, 2023).

Secondly, balancing diplomacy provides a “buf-

fer zone” for competition among major powers.
This strategic hedging can avert a resurgence of
a Cold War and diminish the likelihood of dest-
ructive competition among major powers (Xue &
Chen, 2022). The contemporary ascent of emer-
ging middle powers has established that the world
cannot revert to the bipolar era characterized by
the rivalry between the US and the Soviet Union,
which lacked “middle forces” as a stabilizing fac-
tor. The epoch of hegemonic systems and bipolar
frameworks, characterized by the dominance of
a select few nations, has concluded (Liu & Wu,
2015). Currently, under the guidance of rising
middle powers, the “Global South” possesses the
capacity to counteract the hegemonic maneuvers
of the United States, thereby altering the geopoli-
tical landscape.

Finally, the fundamental stance of China towar-
ds emerging middle powers and their balanced
diplomacy is a desire for peaceful coexistence
with these nations, coupled with opposition to all
forms of hegemonism and power politics. Furt-
hermore, foreign policies and actions informed
by the principles of balanced diplomacy should
authentically represent the genuine aspirations of
the people and more effectively serve the interests
of each side, thereby contributing to the creation
of a more harmonious global community and a
shared future for humanity. China’s attitudes and
reactions can be comprehended from both po-
ints of view and practical actions. Concerning the
aforementioned, India, Tiirkiye, Indonesia, and
Saudi Arabia are undertaking initiatives aligned
with contemporary trends in regional and global
peace and development matters. Simultaneously,
these nations anticipate China to assume a more
constructive role, while China will persist in ad-
hering to the principles of “equality and mutual
benefit;

Y

peaceful coexistence,” and “a commu-
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nity with a shared future for mankind” to foster
a more peaceful and stable world. According to
China’s government official statements and official
documents, in collaboration with emerging midd-
le powers, China will advance global sustainable
development. President Xi emphasized that no
matter how the development of China goes, it will
not pursue hegemony, expansion, spheres of influ-
ence, or engage in an arms race. China will persist
as a proponent of global peace, a contributor to in-
ternational development, and a guardian of global
order (The Central People’s Government of the Pe-
ople’s Republic of China, 2021). China consistent-
ly upholds mutually advantageous and win-win
cooperative relations in foreign affairs, collabora-
ting with nations globally through three initiatives
and offering public goods for global development.
China is willing to engage in earnest dialogue with
all nations, including emerging middle powers, to
advance international relations and frameworks
towards a more equitable and rational direction.
As for practical actions, for instance, at the econo-
mic level, China does not forget to benefit others
while developing itself. The execution of the BRI
invites nations along the route to partake in de-
velopmental prospects. The annual Grand China
International Import Expo invites global compa-
nies to capitalize on China’s market development
opportunities.

China consistently endeavors to enhance the
cohesion of the “Global South,” advocates genuine
multilateralism, and offers peaceful resolutions to
international disputes. China does not participate
in any exclusive policies or alliances such as “small
yard, high fence” or the “Five Eyes Alliance” China
engages in scientific and technological collaborati-
on by conducting energy partnerships with Indo-
nesia, establishing a joint space weather laboratory

with Brazil, and advancing agricultural planting

technologies internationally. China has created the
Global Development and South-South Cooperati-
on Fund, offering development assistance to over
160 countries, focusing on local education, healt-
hcare, and infrastructure initiatives (Jiang, 2024).
Furthermore, China convened the Conference
on Asian Civilizations Dialogue, the Forum of
Ancient Civilizations, the China-Arab Relations
Civilization Dialogue, the China-France Civiliza-
tion Dialogue, and the China-Africa Civilization
Dialogue Conference. China promotes the concept
of “all flowers bloom together” and fosters mutual

respect and learning among diverse civilizations.
Conclusion

It is essential to observe the distinctions among
middle powers. In contrast to traditional middle
powers that frequently adhere to the directives of
major nations, emerging middle powers exhibit a
heightened willingness to engage in international
affairs and possess greater autonomy. Confronted
with various global development issues and secu-
rity challenges, emerging middle powers can offer
innovative ideas and solutions to establish fairer
and more rational global regulations, thereby ad-
vancing global governance towards a more equi-
table and just trajectory. Emerging middle powers
employ balancing diplomacy and engage with vari-
ous national and transnational actors, thereby be-
coming significant actors in international agendas.

Emerging middle powers have significantly ende-
avored to enhance the representativeness and inclu-
siveness of global governance. Nonetheless, as these
nascent middle powers remain in a developmental
stage, actions by external major powers may inevi-
tably disrupt them. Furthermore, emerging middle
powers exhibit discord on particular issues. Nego-

tiating the conflict of interest remains a challenge.

222



&

223

BRIQ - Volume 6 Issue 2 Spring 2025

The alterations and modifications of the global
landscape require time, and there will undoub-
tedly be disagreements in managing relations and
interest disputes with major powers. Nonetheless,
the long-term development prospects of emer-
ging middle powers appear favorable. China will
persist in enhancing mutual comprehension with
emerging middle powers, broadening cooperative
endeavors, fostering consensus, and endeavoring
to assume a more significant role in advocating for
the establishment of a more equitable and rational
new international political and economic order. &
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