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TODAY IS THE 13th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. We are holding such 
a solemn commemorative rally. Meanwhile, the 
war against Japan has been going on for eight 
months. Many brave officers and men have made 
the ultimate sacrifice. We are holding here such 
a grave commemorative rally. These are not ran-
dom or coincidental; they have their reason in 
the development of our nation’s history.

What is the source of Dr. Sun’s greatness? It lies 
in his Three People's Principles, his united front 
policy, and the spirit of hard struggle. When I met 
with Dr. Sun in Guangdong, the National Cong-
ress of the Kuomintang was in session. The new 
outline of the Three People’s Principles, authored 
by Dr. Sun, which is the famous “Declaration of 
the First National Congress of the Kuomintang,” 
had been adopted at the Congress.

At that time, the united front policy based 
on the cooperation between the Kuomintang 
and the Communist Party was also implemen-
ted. This united front included uniting with the 
Communist Party, workers, and peasants domes-
tically and externally uniting with those nations 
that treated us equally and shared our common 
struggle. The famous “Three Great Policies” were 
established at that time. Dr. Sun’s Three People’s 
Principles program and the policy of the united 
front are indeed the greatest contributions of the 
great revolutionary to the Chinese nation in a se-
mi-colonial status. Moreover, Dr. Sun’s greatness 
lies in his hard struggle, unyielding, unbending, 
and unfailing revolutionary perseverance and 
revolutionary spirit. Without this perseverance 
and spirit, his doctrines and policies could not be 
realized.

The following is a speech delivered by Mao Zedong, the great revolutionary and 
founding leader of the People's Republic of China, at the commemoration of 
the 13th anniversary of Sun Yat-sen's death and the soldiers who lost their lives 
in the war against Japan, held in Yan'an on March 12, 1938. This speech was 
published in the New China Daily (新中華報) on March 15, 1938. Translated 

from the Chinese original by BRIQ.
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As the first sentence of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Tes-
tament, which we just read a moment ago, said, 
“I have devoted myself to the national revolution 
for forty years.” During these forty years, there 
have been many difficulties and twists and turns; 
however, Dr. Sun always became more and more 
motivated, unyielding, and continued to work 
hard. 

When many followers showed discourage-
ment and even surrendered and betrayed in the 
face of difficulties and temptations, Dr. Sun was 
always firm. Dr. Sun adhered to his doctrine. Th-
roughout his life, he had never neglected to deve-
lop his Three People’s Principles. Never was the-
re a time when he disregarded his doctrines. He 
always insisted on and developed Three People’s 
Principles. The Declaration of the First National 
Congress indicated the development of the Three 
People’s Principles. So was his effort for the uni-
ted front. Dr. Sun had not only insisted on it but 

also developed the united front from a policy for 
the overthrow of the Manchus by uniting with all 
revolutionary parties and underground societies 
to a policy for the overthrow of imperialism and 
feudal forces by uniting with the Soviet Union, 
the Communist Party, the workers, and peasants. 
All these, in combination with his fearless, unyiel-
ding, unbending, and undaunted revolutionary 
perseverance and spirit of revolutionary practice, 
showed Dr. Sun’s great revolutionary character.

Today we again have a broader united front 
than before. The enemies we have to deal with 
are also more formidable than before. The prog-
ram that this united front should implement is 
still basically what was stated in the Declaration 
of the First National Congress, but the form and 
content have been developed to a certain extent, 
and in the future, there will definitely be further 
development. For attaining the goal of implemen-
ting the Three People’s Principles, enlarging the 
united front, and defeating our enemy, Japanese 
imperialism, we must manifest our hard struggle, 
unswerving and uncompromising revolutionary 
spirit through revolutionary practice. If we are 
to commemorate Dr. Sun Yat-sen not merely as 
a matter of perfunctory formality, we must pay 
attention to the following: First, struggle for the 
thorough implementation of the Three People’s 
Principles. Second, struggle for the consolidati-
on and enlargement of the anti-Japanese natio-
nal united front. Third, carry forward the revo-
lutionary spirit of hard work, perseverance, and 
continuous efforts. I think these three points are 
the most fundamental, most essential, and grea-
test legacy left to us by Dr. Sun. All members of 
the Kuomintang, all members of the Communist 
Party, and all patriotic compatriots should accept 
this legacy and carry it forward! To judge whet-

 The Declaration of the First National 
Congress indicated the development 
of the Three People’s Principles. So 
was his effort for the united front. 
Dr. Sun had not only insisted on it 
but also developed the united front 
from a policy for the overthrow 
of the Manchus by uniting with 
all revolutionary parties and 
underground societies to a policy 
for the overthrow of imperialism 
and feudal forces by uniting with the 
Soviet Union, the Communist Party, 
the workers, and peasants.
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Mao Zedong speaking at a ceremony marking the graduation of the fourth batch of students of Yan’an Anti-Japanese University and
 the 11th anniversary of the Nanchang Uprising on August 1, 1938 (Photo: Portraits of Mao Zedong [1937-1938], 2025).

her one is a loyal disciple of Dr. Sun, we should 
see his attitude toward these three precious he-
ritages.

Now, let us talk about the significance of com-
memorating our fallen officers and men in the 
war against Japan. Since the Marco Polo Bridge 
incident, a great war unprecedented in the his-
tory of the East has lasted eight months. The 
enemy has put all its national strength into the 
fight. Their goal is to destroy China, with the 
strategy of a rapid triumph. How about us? We 
have also employed all our available forces to re-
sist. Our purpose is to defend our motherland. 
Our strategy is protracted warfare. In the last ei-
ght months, our land and air forces have given 
a heroic account of themselves; a great national 
unity is carried out throughout the country; se-
veral million troops and numerous people have 
joined the fireline; and several hundred thousand 
of them have heroically given their lives while 
executing their duties. Among them, many were 

Kuomintang members, many were Communist 
Party members, and many others were nonparti-
san. We sincerely mourn for those who are dead, 
and we shall remember them forever.

From Generals Hao Menglin, Tong Linge, 
Zhao Dengyu, Rao Guohua, Liu Jiaqi, Jiang Yuz-
hen, Chen Jinxiu, Li Guidan, Huang Meixing, 
Yao Zixiang, and Pan Zhankui to every soldier, 
they have all set all were noble and great models 
for all Chinese people. The Chinese nation is 
not a flock of sheep but a great nation with nati-
onal self-esteem and human righteousness. For 
national self-respect, human righteousness, and 
their right to live on their own land, the Chinese 
people will never permit the Japanese fascists to 
achieve their lawless purposes without paying a 
heavy price. Our methods are war and sacrifice. 
We use war against war. We use a revolutionary 
war for righteousness against a barbarian war of 
aggression. This spirit has been proved by the 
thousands of years of our national history. Now, 
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we have another great proof. General Hao Menglin 
and hundreds of thousands of others have sacrificed 
their lives for this.

We are sure that the Japanese fascists will make 
further advances. They will attack our Xi’an, Zheng-
zhou, Wuhan, Nanchang, Fuzhou, Changsha, and 
Guangzhou. They want to devour all of China. But I 
want to tell those crazy enemies that you will never 
achieve your goal. Don’t think that you have achie-
ved your goal by occupying our territory. You have 
not achieved, and will never achieve. In the verdict 
of history, the victory of Japanese fascists can only be 
temporary, not permanent. There are sufficient rea-
sons to prove that the eventual victory belongs to our 
side. When the war comes to an end, they can only 
occupy a part of our territory, it being impossible for 
them to occupy the whole country. Even if they win a 
quick victory in a city, they also have to win a protra-

cted battle for the vast rural areas. For example, they 
have occupied several main roads and several cities 
in Shanxi, but the vast countryside that is many times 
bigger than the occupied areas still belongs to China. 
We have to tell this truth to our compatriots throu-
ghout the country. The Japanese can only achieve a 
partial occupation of any province. They do not have 
enough strength for deployment. In addition, their 
barbaric policy has angered every Chinese. China 
has a huge army and hundreds of millions of people. 
It is carrying out an excellent national united front 
policy. All these predetermined which side will win 
the protracted war and the final victory.

In the future, as a result of the bloody battle betwe-
en the two sides, even if Japan occupies most of Chi-
na, we can use the remaining smaller part as our base 
to continue the war and win victory. But in that lar-
ger portion of China, Japan can only occupy the big 
cities, highways, and some plains. If we can organize 
and arm the majority of our people in the country-
side and establish many anti-Japanese bases, such as 
the Wutai Mountain base that has been established 
now, we will have the Japanese army surrounded.

Our war on external fronts, coordinated with the 
war on internal fronts and with efforts from all sides, 
can make great progress in the important work of the 
Party, government, army, and people throughout the 
country. One day, we will be able to coordinate with 
each other, attack from both inside and outside, and 
launch a major counterattack. At that time, our ef-
forts must also be coordinated with the support of 
the world revolutionary forces and the support of the 
people’s revolutionary force in Japan. 

Who can say that the final victory will not belong 
to China? Who can say that the blood of General Hao 
Menglinglin and others was shed in vain? Who can 
say that the Japanese bandits will not be driven out 
of China? Who can say that Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s three 
great ideals—national liberation, freedom of people’s 

Our war on external fronts, 
coordinated with the war on internal 
fronts and with efforts from all 
sides, can make great progress in 
the important work of the Party, 
government, army, and people 
throughout the country. One day, 
we will be able to coordinate with 
each other, attack from both inside 
and outside, and launch a major 
counterattack. At that time, our 
efforts must also be coordinated 
with the support of the world 
revolutionary forces and the support 
of the people’s revolutionary force in 
Japan. 
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political rights, and people’s livelihood and happi-
ness—will not be realized in China? We want all Chi-
nese people to have this kind of clear understanding 
and firm conviction. We want them to understand 
that the best policy is to wage a protracted war. Un-
der the leadership of the Central Government and 
Chairman Chiang Kai-shek, we must unite with one 
heart in this great war and must definitely break the 
shackles of national slavery or get rid of the threat of 
national slavery.

At this rally, we wish to salute all the soldiers fi-
ghting on the front line because they are all fighting 
heroically for the final victory. We wish to salute all 
the family members of our soldiers who are engaged 
in this war against Japan, especially the families of 
martyrs, because they have soldiers who fought so 
valiantly for their country and were not afraid of sac-
rifice. We also wish to salute all the staff and leaders 
at all levels who worked hard and devoted themsel-

ves to the war against Japan in the rear areas because 
their work directly or indirectly guided or helped the 
war. At this rally, let us especially salute our national 
leader, Chairman Chiang, the commander-in-chief 
of the anti-Japanese war, because he led the whole 
country to launch and command the great war aga-
inst Japan unyieldingly.

Fellow compatriots at this rally! Fellow compat-
riots across the country! Let us be united forever! 
Down with Japanese imperialism! Long live China’s 
national liberation. 

Original Chinese text retrieved from http://
w w w. c e . c n / x w z x / g n s z / s z y w / 2 0 0 7 0 5 / 2 2 /
t20070522_11450193.shtml on February 4, 2025. 

Photographs of Mao Zedong retrieved from 
http://www.mzdbl.com.cn/xiangji/3/index.html on 
February 7, 2025.

Mao Zedong giving a speech at the Anti-Japanese Military and Political University in 1938 
(Photo: Portraits of Mao Zedong [1937-1938], 2025). 
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